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Coastline ROP Celebrates Student Excellence at 2026 Senior Student Showcase 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 19, 2026 
 
NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. – On the evening of May 15, 2026, Coastline ROP proudly hosted its 
annual Senior Student Showcase, celebrating the achievements of nearly 200 nominated 
students from its four partner districts: Irvine Unified, Newport-Mesa Unified, Saddleback Valley 
Unified, and Tustin Unified. Held at Newport Harbor High School, part of the Newport-Mesa 
Unified School District, in the Robert B. Wentz Theatre, the Showcase recognized students for 
outstanding success in their coursework, leadership skills, and their ability to inspire and 
motivate others. 

The night featured student presentations, scholarship awards, and special recognitions, 
affirming Coastline ROP’s commitment to “preparing students for what’s next” through 
innovative career technical education courses and programs. 

A total of 130 nominated students were in attendance and were honored alongside their 
families, educators, and community supporters. Throughout the evening, 31 scholarships 
totaling $14,400 were awarded to students who excelled across a variety of career sectors and 
pathways. 

A highlight of the event was the presentation of the 2025-26 Coastline ROP Student of the Year 
award to Briseyda Cabrera Mejia, a senior at Estancia High School and a student in the 
Coastline ROP Medical Academy. Briseyda was nominated by her teacher, Ms. Kathleen 
Rabbitt. 

“Briseyda is such an inspirational young woman and an exceptional representative of 
Coastline ROP and embodies everything we stand for and believe in.” 

— Superintendent Dr. Brian Dozer 

“Her drive, compassion, and genuine commitment to her peers, her community and her 
future make her an ideal recipient of this award. Briseyda represents the very best of our 
program and I am certain she will continue to shine in all her future endeavors.” 

— Ms. Kathleen Rabbitt, Coastline ROP Medical Academy teacher 

“Coastline ROP’s phrase, ‘Preparing Students for What’s Next,’ reflects all of our 
journeys, as we each prepare for the unpredictable—whether we attend a 4-year 
university, 2-year college, or trade school. No matter the route we take, every 1:1 with a 
mentor, hands-on learning experience, and technical skill learned has built our 
confidence to pursue higher education, take on challenges and believe in ourselves.” 

— Briseyda Cabrera Mejia 

During her time with Coastline ROP, Briseyda successfully completed courses in the Estancia 
Medical Academy, including Medical Careers and Health Systems, Emergency Medical 
Responder, and Body Systems and Disorders. 

In her nomination and personal application, Briseyda shared that her ROP experience helped 
her develop the confidence to become the leader she is today. From a self-described shy 
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younger student, she has grown into a young woman who has assumed important leadership 
roles. Next year, she will take her passion for healthcare and helping others to UC San Diego. 

Briseyda has also served as President of the Estancia High School chapter of HOSA (Future 
Health Professionals). 

In addition, one exceptional student from each partner district was named District Student of the 
Year: 

• Coastline ROP Irvine Unified School District Student of the Year: Balin Weintraub, University 
High School – Entrepreneurship 

• Coastline ROP Newport-Mesa Unified School District Student of the Year: Gianna Brewer, 
Early College High School – Medical Core 

• Coastline ROP Saddleback Valley Unified School District Student of the Year: Sofiia Simon, 
Trabuco Hills High School – Administration of Justice/CSI 

• Coastline ROP Tustin Unified School District Student of the Year: Prisha Chudgar, Beckman 
High School – EMT 
 

About Coastline ROP: 

Founded in 1971, Coastline ROP is a leading provider of career technical education, serving 
high school students and adult learners in the Irvine Unified, Newport-Mesa Unified, Saddleback 
Valley Unified, and Tustin Unified School Districts. The mission of Coastline ROP is to empower 
students with skills and experiences to ensure success in college, career, and life. For more 
information about Coastline ROP, please visit www.coastlinerop.org. 
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